
Super 
Science... 

In September 2023, we 
were notified that we had 
successfully achieved the 
Primary Science Quality 
Mark. This award 
represents the 
commitment to 
investigative science and 
the opportunities and 
involvement of all staff 
and children. It involved 
dedication by all and took 
a year to achieve. 

Throughout school, from 
simple investigations in 
Nursery to children using 
their knowledge from long 
term memory in making 
predictions and 
hypothesizing, all children 
LOVE the practical 
nature of science and 
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the discoveries they 
make. From finding out 
how long it takes for ice 
to melt if the 
temperature rises, to 
predicting what might 
happen when you mix 
chemicals and observing 
how quickly vehicles 
race down a ramp, this 
years theme was TIME. 

Science week was 
launched on Friday 8th 
March with Neil from 
‘Big Science’ leading an 
exciting assembly. The 
hall was packed and 
both teachers and 
children totally engaged  
amongst smoke, bubbles 
and lots of bangs. 

Magical Music! 
Dr Renwick led science 
exploration into music. 
Reception children learned 
how sound travels (vibration) 
and how important 'time' is 
when we make we make 
rhythms (duration). There 
were lots of unusual 
instruments to explore too 
(timbre). 



NURSERY 

As part of Science week, 
Nursery had a visit from 
Angela’s Ark. It was 
amazing! We were very 
brave (and very gentle) and 
held or stroked rabbits, 
guinea pigs, skinny pigs, 
snakes, stick insects snails 
and a tortoise! 
They were visited by 
Ethan’s mammy who is a GP. 



Careers in Science 

Reception class 9 
built ramps with 
three different 
surfaces. They 
used their ramps to 
check the speed of 
vehicles travelling 
down them. They 
predicted which 
surface they 
thought would allow 
the fastest travel. 
Stop watches 
helped them to time 
each vehicle. 
They recorded 
their results as 
scientists do. 

Experiments that made fizz 
like lemonade and creating 
season wheels in different 
classes. 

 

 

Reception 
Felix’s Dad is a radio 
broadcaster. He came to talk 
to each Reception class about 
the importance of timings 
when he does his 
programmes. He uses lots of 
equipment to help him get the 
timings exactly right – 
whether playing a music track 
for Dance Revolution, making 
announcements or interviewing 
somebody. 



Year 1 classes used 
their knowledge of life 
and living processes to 
predict what would 
happen when flower 
stems were placed in 
water with food 
colouring in it… 
They recorded the 
results. 

Life cycles were 
discussed as ‘time’ 
linked to growth was a 
focus in Year 1. They 
learnt the word 
‘metamorphoses and 
recorded the life cycle 
of a frog. 

Year 1 
Science 

Year 1 children enjoyed 
SCIENCE CAREERS day 
and considered how 
important science is in many 
different careers. 



The children were 
supported by pupil 
mentors who were former 
pupils. They became 
proficient at accurate use 
of stop watches as they 
timed pendulums. 

Then they discussed 
density and predicted how 
long items would take to 
float or sink. 

Monkwearmouth 
hosted practical 
science for our Year 
2 children. 
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Year 2 children spent time during science week on the growth 
of plants. They recognise the parts of plants and their 
function. They understand the conditions needed for growth. 
The challenge was, could they make sensible suggestions as to 
why they grow at different rates? 

FUTURE SCIENTISTS AT WORK… 



In March and April, Year 2 classes are visiting the Glass Centre to observe, predict and hypothesise 
what might happen in ‘Changing States’ experiments. Observing glass blowers at work is part of this 
experience. 


